TYLL    OWLGLASS

them much about their adventure, declaring that it
was a shame they should allow themselves to be
delayed by a miserable wolf; that, for his part, if he
were attacked by two wolves, he would soon drive
them off, but here three were frightened by one wolf.
This continued all the evening till the merchants
went to bed, Owlglass in the meantime remaining
silent, but turning it over in his mind how he could
best play mine host some trick to pay him off for his
bragging. The merchants and Owlglass shared the
same bedroom, and when the former discussed
among themselves how they could repay the mocking
of the Innkeeper, Owlglass said he had been thinking
it over, and that if they would leave it to him he
would engage that they should hear no more about the
wolf. The merchants readily agreed, promising a
handsome reward if he paid their tormentor off well;
and Owlglass then proposed that they should continue
their journey, and all meet again there on their
return. Early the next morning the merchants paid
the reckoning for Owlglass, as well as for themselves,
and rode on their way, mine host calling after them
to beware lest a wolf should cross their path. Owl-
glass also took his departure and went on the chase
after a wolf. He succeeded in killing one, which he m
left out in the cold till it was frozen quite stiff, and
when the merchants returned he put his prize in a
sack, and, taking it with him, joined them at the inn
as agreed upon. The Innkeeper again teased his

361